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A INTRADUBTION: (il )1 et B
- ThF oeuvre of James Joyce, the most renowned name in the
modernist . literary .endeavour reveals experimental style, theme and
~ technique. His major works include Dubliners (1914), A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man (1916), Exiles (1918), Ulysses (1922), Finnegans
Wake (1939) etc. The depiction of the human psyche and the effect of the
First World War in everyday life, and society in these works mark the
charapteﬂstics of the modern period in literary practice. Joyce’s
novel Ulysses which was first published in serial form in 1918-1920 and
then in book form in 1922 received critical acclamation for its stream-of-
cOnsciousness technique, use of symbolism, and choice of theme. The
novel is divided into three parts entitled The Telemachia, The Odyssey,
~ and The Nostos. The novel deals with the parallel story of Leopold Bloom
and Stephen Dedalus on the day of 16th June 1904. The interesting plot
structure does not follow the linearity of time; rather using the stream-of-
consciousness technique, Joyce makes the story more engaging. The novel
is named after the character of Odysseus who is also known by its
Latinised name Ulysses. It tries to settle a parallel with the epic poem of
Homer, Odyssey. With the publication of this novel in 1922, the character
of Stephen Dedalus makes its appearance for the second time in Joyce’s
writing. Apart from the writing style, the novel gains its popularity
because of its attachment with the 1921 United States obscenity trial.
However, this novel attracts a good critical acclamation. T.S. Eliot n a
review in an American magazine, The Dial, praised the novel. He said that
_ “T hold this book to be the most important ¢xpression which the present
age has found; it is a book to which we are all indebted and from which
none of us can escape” (Eliot 480). Thus, this paper tries to look into the
delineation of non-linear time, narration, and stream of consciousness
~ technique in the novel Ulysses. The paper also critically analyses the use
- of irony, humour, symbols, and intertextual references in this novel. '
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