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CHAPTER 16

Love in the Time of Partition: .

Re-Reading Khushwant Singh’s.
" Ttain to Pakistanfrom -
Postcolonial Perspective

D{b::}y'zg)' Mukberjee

Khushwant Singh's art is revealed in not merely probing deep into thereal.
Tt i mnsposing the actual into symbol and lgnagc. Iis art of m.allsuc EER
portrayal cannot be described merely as an exercise in the b9okke:_:pmg pf - e
existence; in effect, it is a creative endeavor of transcending the acn'..ml_; kR
asserting the value and dignity of the individual, and finally, of expressing
the tragic spleador of a mans sacrifice for 2 woman. (Shahane 68) R
Post-colonial writers of English literature considered the language of
oppression as their medium of expression with a view to criticising |
the detrimental impacts of imperialism, the deleterious constraints of
colonialism and decolonising the mind of the colonised. Post- =
colonial writings are less about a nation’s recovering the political
co_n_uol of its territory and more about addressing the psvchologic'al T
;:;1;165 t;:{)l surhmount ‘thc ftatc of psychic subordination. Published in T
violc;c' s :fam Singh’s novel Train to Pakistan focuses on merciless
c i ‘s s’ ; ks
boliis ofnidcleti tposft tiar.tmonc:d statc of India and unmasks the
¢ 0 ] Y et - ‘. oL - s I
Maﬁo'Mair‘l Khlzs}c’: cg‘c“ (i.mzens, Setin a fictitious village called
~ account of ,1 iou[n‘:ant f‘.’;gh s novel Train to Pakistan records a real
@ T . L S
communal violence. %’hz F?:llnmty from peaccful coexistence 0. 5
' arrval of the train in the village on on¢

- fatcful night with dead bogg o ne
. sanctity and purity of ‘Ezftie; created tension which destroyed the

- only erected a shadowy wall ¢ 8¢ Both Hindus and Sikhs had not -
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